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This version is for the Spokane regional forum, September 30, 2015


WDFW'’s ‘Wild Future’ initiative

We welcome you as we begin a new
multi-year outreach initiative:

 Fall 2015 — Listen to our partners,
customers, stakeholders

e 2016 — Report what we heard and
what we are going to do in response

e 2017 — Make internal improvements.
Use input to guide funding, policy, and
potential license fee proposals
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Key messages:

Our goals:

Strengthen our relationship with communities throughout the state.
Build support for conservation and outdoor recreation.
Help make sure WDFW programs and services meet the public’s needs.

We plan to make this approach an ongoing part of our operation – regularly taking soundings from our core constituencies as well as people who care about outdoor recreation but are not necessarily fishers or hunters.


Tonight’s meeting is the start of a conversation

This won’t be a typical government hearing:

e WDFW staff are available for one-on-one
and small group discussions

e Let us know exactly what you think:

— What'’s working well? What’s not?
— Do you have specific ideas and proposals?

After this evening:
e Comment online: www.wdfw.wa.gov/wildfuture
e Email : WildFuture@dfw.wa.gov
e Join the discussion: www.facebook.com/WashingtonFishWildlife
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We have comment cards at the sign-in table with these website, email, and Facebook addresses

We’re asking folks to submit comments by October 31, but we’ll accept later submissions.

No limit on subjects – whatever you want to talk about.



http://www.wdfw.wa.gov/wildfuture
mailto:WildFuture@dfw.wa.gov
http://www.facebook.com/WashingtonFishWildlife

Why are we having these forums?

e Focusing on the future
e Difficult management challenges ahead
e Rising costs, ongoing budget constraints

e We can’t succeed by going it alone —
partnerships are producing great results

* We need your help —and your ideas

e We hope to strengthen our relationships, to
earn and keep your trust
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Re “ongoing” budget challenges:

When the Legislature adjourned, we thought the budget was solid for 2015-17. 

Now, with the latest Supreme Court decision in the McCleary case, we’re back into an uncertain environment with great pressure on available resources. It’s possible the state budget will be substantially revised.

Partnerships:

None of us can accomplish our goals working just by ourselves. But we all know of many examples of partnerships that have achieved goals that no single organization could have accomplished alone.

Provide a region-specific example of a successful partnership. Some possibilities:

Region 1: Land management collaboration
Region 2: Post-2014 fire collaboration (we may need to rethink this in light of the 2015 fires)
Region 3: Teanaway Community Forest
Region 4: Fir Island restoration
Region 5: TBD
Region 6: Coastal Restoration Initiative




Outdoor recreation
in Washington

e Washingtonians recreate outdoors an
average of 56 days a year

e We fish, hunt, boat, hike, climb, and ride
horses, bikes, and ATVs... many of us
recreate just to enjoy the scenery

* And we spend: S22 billion per year,
supporting nearly 200,000 jobs

e The result: A strong recreation business
sector and high quality of life

e Conservation of fish, wildlife, and
habitat make it all possible
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Source: “Economic Analysis of Outdoor Recreation in Washington State”, January 2015, by Earth Economics for Washington Recreation and Conservation Office. (http://rco.wa.gov/documents/ORTF/EconomicAnalysisOutdoorRec.pdf)


WDFW plays a
key role
in the outdo
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Each year, WDFW'’s 1,500 employees:

e Partner with 600 businesses to sell millions
of hunting and fishing licenses

e Manage 1 million acres for habitat,
hunting, and recreation at 33 wildlife areas

e Make 300,000 enforcement and public
education contacts

e Manage 83 hatcheries and 700 water
access sites

e Remove fish passage barriers

e Manage commercial and recreational
fisheries
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There are many other examples of our work. We also:
 
Restore fish and wildlife habitat to promote species recovery

Conduct scientific research to find new conservation solutions (another good partnership example)

Manage commercial fisheries (collaborating with feds, tribes, and others)

Control aquatic invasive species

Remove derelict fishing gear 

Promote hunting access to private lands

Promote conservation through land management and habitat restoration




Wildlife areas for conservation and recreation
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WDFW'’s 33 wildlife
areas provide 1 million
acres of valuable fish
and wildlife habitat

Across the state,
wildlife viewing and
photography alone
generate $7 billion
each year
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Not everything is about hunting and fishing.  Across the state, WDFW lands provide habitat for fish and wildlife and a wide range of recreation opportunities for people: bird watching, mountain biking, hiking, nature photography, and horseback riding, to name just a few.

Note: $7 billion in economic activity is throughout the state, not just on WDFW lands.  

Source: “Economic Analysis of Outdoor Recreation in Washington State”, January 2015, by Earth Economics for Washington Recreation and Conservation Office. (http://rco.wa.gov/documents/ORTF/EconomicAnalysisOutdoorRec.pdf)


Be prepared to address fire/drought impacts in each region and what we’re doing (and planning to do) to address them.


Recreational fishing produces statewide benefits

More than $1 Billion
in economic activity
each year

One in six
Washington residents
buys a license

The average angler
spends $40 per day
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10.9 million
days of trout and
other freshwater
fishing statewide

837,000
Columbia
River system
salmon/steelhead
trips
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Sources:

Text: WDFW Licensing Division and USFWS 2011 national survey

Table: WDFW Fish Program, April 2014. Data is from 2013 license year.


Hunters have opportunities in every region
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Hunters generate
$356 million in
economic activity
per year

557,000 hunting
licenses sold in 2014

The average hunter
spends $64 per day
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Source: USFWS


Washington faces . _
:
big challenges 0%
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Population growth — Another 1 7581302
million people expected by 2030 2010 ||
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Complex ESA-related
regquirements
Increasing operating costs
Recurring fires and droughts
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Population growth seems to be inevitable in Washington, partly because this is such a great place to live. But when the population increases by nearly 1 million people every 10 years, it puts tremendous pressure on fish and wildlife and their habitat.

Drought is forcing short-term fishing closures in some waters and limiting fishing hours in others. Also, low flows and high water temperatures have killed juvenile hatchery fish that would have been planted in lakes and rivers. We’ve never seen some of the conditions we’re seeing this year.

Fires have also taken a huge toll across the state. (Summarize regional impacts briefly. Most people will not need to be reminded).

Climate change is forcing all of us to rethink the strategies we’ll use to conserve fish and wildlife and their habitat in the coming years and decades. It doesn’t matter what you think about the politics of climate change. Changes are happening on the ground that will force us to adjust.

Habitat loss is occurring as a result of population growth in rural areas and the associated infrastructure needed to accommodate that. Increasing demands for water and improved and expanded transportation systems can lead to diversion or degradation of habitat for fish and wildlife.

Poaching of some of our most valuable fish and wildlife is depleting resources that hundreds of people and groups have worked for years to protect and restore.

Ongoing budget challenges force constant cost-cutting in the face of rising costs and increasingly complex legal requirements. State lawmakers are requiring users to pay an increasing share of the costs for core services.  


Lowland lakes, trout fishing and kids
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SLIDE NEEDS FORMATTING WITH NEW PICTURE


How can we preserve
outdoor opportunities?

e Build conservation partnerships

e Locate development away from
important wildlife lands

 Provide clean, abundant water

* Promote recovery of salmon
and other species

e Protect and restore habitat
e Ensure recreational access
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These are our priorities for the outdoors in Washington. We’ve started a major outreach initiative this year with a “listening tour” because we don’t want to do all the talking. We want to hear what you care about.

What’s most important to you about fish and wildlife conservation and outdoor recreation?

Fishing? Hiking? Hunting? Conserving fish and wildlife for future generations? 
Protecting habitat from over-development or simplifying/streamlining permitting of projects?

What should we do when values and attitudes collide? 

People who care about fish, wildlife and the outdoors usually care passionately, so values and attitudes collide all the time. The best examples probably are wolf recovery and fisheries allocations between recreational, commercial and tribal fishers.






So let’s talk turkey ...
... or salmon or elk

Tonight’s questions:
— How are we doing?
—What should we be doing better?

—What would you like us to do
that we’re not doing?

—What'’s your highest priority for
fish and wildlife in Washington?
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This isn’t a regulatory process meeting. 

Tonight we want to make time to talk about what we need to do together to make sure we preserve the outdoor opportunities we enjoy for our children and grandchildren. 

Here are a few more questions to help get started.

What’s most important to you about fish and wildlife management?

Where should we invest more time, effort, and money?


What are we going to do with all  this public comment?

Make program improvements, such as clearer rules or more information online for mobile devices

Adjust our spending patterns (and budget and fee increase requests) to better reflect the public’s priorities

Share our findings with lawmakers to give them a clear picture of Washingtonians’ views on fish and wildlife management.
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www.facebook.com/WashingtonFishWildlife

WildFuture@dfw.wa.gov
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